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Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols 
 

The Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols is derived from a liturgical tradition 

which began around the turn of the 20th century at King’s College, Cambridge, 

England.  Celebrated in churches throughout the world today, this special 

service provides an opportunity for Christians to focus and reflect on themes of 

the Advent season.  While the spiritual preparation for Christ’s nativity is the 

most conspicuous characteristic of Advent, equally significant is our anticipation 

of his second coming to judge the world—the consummation of his covenant. 

 

The lessons begin with a reading from Genesis which depicts the origin of 

human sin—necessitating our salvation.  Additional scriptural passages 

prophesy Christ’s coming:  the supreme manifestation of our  

Lord’s everlasting fidelity toward his people.  

  

The lessons from the Gospels tell of the angel Gabriel’s announcements to   

Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the magi of the coming of Jesus’ birth. In the 

final lesson, St. John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

The music in our liturgy spans many centuries, from the Middle Ages to our 

 own time.  Hymns, motets, and carols serve to adorn the lessons, elaborating on 

their themes, providing additional opportunities for reflection. 

 

It is our sincere hope that you will find this liturgy a fitting framework for your 

own devotion and praise as we mark the first season of the new church year.  

The Clergy, Vestry and Choir of St. Columba’s wish you 

a blessed Advent-Christmastide. 

 



Prelude    “Wachet Auf, Ruft Uns Die Stimme,” BWV 645 (“Sleepers, Awake”) 
     Loralee Brown, cello; Brett Hanley, organ        J.S. Bach 

 
Introit:           “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”       M. Prudentius/ 

trans. J.M. Neale/13th century plainsong 
Michele Mulidor, soloist, and Loralee Brown, cello 

 

Opening Hymn:  # 102 (vs. 1-2, 4-6)    “Once in Royal David’s City” 
David Mitchell and Michele Mulidor, soloists 

 

 
 



Bidding Prayer 
 

Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare 
ourselves to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go even to Bethlehem and see the 
Son of God lying in a manger. 
 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of the God's loving purpose from the time of 
our rebellion against Him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus; 
and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of 
praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on the earth; for 
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our 
country and in this city. 
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless; the 
cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; 
the aged and the little children; as well as those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and whom, in Jesus, we 
are one for evermore. 
 
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has 
taught us: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to 
the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.  

C: Amen. 

 



Hymn: # 65                      “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 

Michele Mulidor, soloist 

 
 

 
 

 First Lesson                      Genesis 3:1-15 
 
 

 

Reader:  Marjo Gardner 

 
 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden. 
 



Hymn: # 67   “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  

Michele Mulidor, soloist 

 

 Second Lesson                       Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
 

 

Reader:  Paul Amendt 

Christ’s Birth and Kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 
 



Anthem:    “For Unto Us a Child Is Born”       G.F. Handel 
Michele Mulidor and David Mitchell, soloists 

 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, 
unto us a Son is given, for unto us a Child is born: 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder;  

and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,  
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

 

 

 Third Lesson                Isaiah 11:1-9 
 

 
 

Reader:  Marjo Gardner 
 

Hymn: # 762 (WOV)   “O Day of Peace” 
Savana Thomas, soloist 

 
 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 
 



 Fourth Lesson                      Micah 5:2-4 
 
 

 
Reader:  Paul Amendt 

 
Hymn: # 79   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

Jeffrey Chung, soloist 

 

 

The One who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem. 
 



 Fifth Lesson                Luke 1:26-38 
 
 
 
 

Reader:  Marjo Gardner 
 

Anthem:                “Ave Maria”     F. Schubert 
Savana Thomas, soloist 

 
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum. 

Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus. 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou amongst women, 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

 

 Sixth Lesson           Matthew 1:18-23 
 
 
 
 

Reader:  Paul Amendt 
 

The Angel Gabriel tells the Virgin Mary that she will have a baby. 
 

Saint Matthew tells of the coming birth of the Savior. 
 



Hymn:                     “The Hands that First Held Mary’s Child” 

David Mitchell, soloist 

 



 Seventh Lesson                  Luke 2:1-20 
 

 
 

Reader:  Marjo Gardner 
 

Anthem:                   “The Friendly Beasts”                            
12th cent. French/H.H. Hopson, based on ORIENTUS PARTIBUS 

Jeffrey Chung, Fr. Greg Larkin, David Mitchell, Michele Mulidor, Savana Thomas; soloists 
 

Verse 1 
Jesus, our brother, kind and good,  
Was humbly born in a stable rude, 

And the friendly beasts around him stood; 
Jesus, our brother, kind and good. 

 

Verse 2 
“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 
“I carried his mother uphill and down, 

I carried his mother to Bethlehem town;” 
“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 

 

Verse 3 
“I,” said the cow, all white and red, 
“I gave him my manger for his bed, 

I gave him my hay to pillow his head;” 
“I,” said the cow, all white and red. 

 

Verse 4 
“I,” said the sheep with curly horn, 

“I gave him my wool for his blanket warm; 
He wore my coat on Christmas morn;” 

“I,” said the sheep with curly horn. 
 

Verse 5 
“I,” said the dove, from the rafters high, 

“I cooed him to sleep that he should not cry. 
We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I.” 
“I,” said the dove, from the rafters high. 

 

Verse 6 
Thus ev’ry beast, by some good spell,  

In the stable dark was glad to tell 
Of the gift he gave Emmanuel, 
The gift he gave Emmanuel. 

Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshipped by angels and shepherds. 
 



 Eighth Lesson                   Matthew 2:1-11 
 
 

 

Reader:  Paul Amendt 
 

Hymn: # 109 (v. 1, 3, 5, 6)        “The First Nowell” 
Michele Mulidore, soloist 

 
 

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 



 Ninth Lesson                  John 1:1-14 
 
 
 

Reader:  Fr. Greg Larkin 

 
Anthem     “Ding Dong Merrily on High”    G.R. Woodward/ 

    David Mitchell and Michele Mulidor, soloists   French tune  
 

Verse 1:  Ding dong! merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing. 

 
Refrain:  Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! (2 times) 

 
Verse 2:  E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 

And i-o, i-o, i-o by priest and people sungen. 
Refrain 

 
Verse 3:  Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 

May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. 
Refrain 

 

 
 

 
Closing Collects 
 
Blessing 

Saint John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 



Closing Hymn: # 93         “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
David Mitchell and Michele Mulidor, soloists 

 

 



Postlude:           “The Heavens Are Telling”   G.F. Handel 
Michele Mulidor and Savana Thomas, soloists 

 

  
 

VOCALISTS 
 

Jeffrey Chung 
Fr. Gregory B. Larkin 

David Mitchell  
Michele Mulidor 
Savana Thomas 

 

 

INSTRUMENTALISTS 
  

Loralee Brown, cello 
Jeffrey Chung, ukulele 
Brett Hanley, organ 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE,  

License #A-722573. Images from newsletternewsletter.com, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. Columba’s Episcopal Church (www.stcolumbaca.com). 
Your financial donations help us to continue our ministries. 

 

All are welcome to join the St. Columba’s Digital Zoom Fellowship, from 10:30-11:00 a.m., 
following our services on Sundays. The Zoom link is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81447916393 
(Meeting ID: 814 4791 6393), or join by phone: 1-669-900-9128, Meeting ID: 814 4791 6393. 
 

Even though we are not able to gather together this Christmas, we will still have Christmas services. 
Those wishing to contribute to the Christmas flowers and decorations for the livestream service may 

do so by sending their donation to the parish office or dropping it through the slot in the office door. 
Donations may be made in memory of or in thanksgiving for loved ones— 

please note that information with your gift. 
 

 



  
 
 

 
 

 

We pray for the church: 

• For our Bishops: Justin (Archbishop of Canterbury), Michael (Presiding Bishop), 
John, and Diane.  

• For St. Columba’s, the Threshold Project, our Children’s Learning Center, our 
Project Hope food ministries, and our Clergy and Staff. 

 
We pray for 
those with immediate needs: 

Sandie, Denise, Lynn, Ron, Rob, Ilana, Scott, Therese, Dana, Kerry, Robbie, Wendy, 
Carol, Michele, Guy, Robb, Bill, Richard, Donna, Dick, Aimee, Ted, Vicky, Judy, 
Ron, Lisa, Mary, Linda, Linda, Savannah, Aracely, Agustin, Loren, Roger, Mona, 
John, Elise, Steven, Terry, Val, Joyce, Ronald, Clark, Danny, Richard, Erin, Ken 

and those who need our continuing prayers: 

Arlene, Lori, Kate, Kylie, Joy, Brad, Lisa, Sofia, John, Wanda, Jan, Debbie, Roni, 
Pauline, Marty, Alison, Thea, Bob, Harry, Eileen, Taka, Thom, the children at Good 
Shepherd Mission in Belize, Ingrid, Kalle, Blair, Jill, Betty, Ron, Danielle, Marlene, 
Leslie, Susan, Cara, Harold, Ben, Evelyn, Frossula, Sharon, Amory, Karen, Belen, 
Sally, Rob, Clarice, Rex, Justin, Maria, Pam, Mariana, Luana, Jennie  

 

(Italicized names are parishioners.) 

 
We give thanks for all members of our St. Columba’s parish family 

and we pray for the time when we may worship in person again. 
 
We pray for the world: 
 

• For all who are suffering or have died because of the coronavirus pandemic; 

• For all victims of violence, and to turn the hearts of those who would do harm; 

• For those affected by natural disasters, especially wildfires; 

• For peace in the Middle East and all troubled areas of the world; 

• For all those serving at home and abroad: Liam O’Brien, Simon Cunningham,     Ed 
Dambach, Matthew Bamberger, Matt Zelinskas, Nathan Halpin, Jonah Hershman, 
David Barraza, Noah Knights, Garrett Smith, DeLondon Abbott,   and Marty 
Bohm. 

 

To make changes to the prayer list for St. Columba’s, please contact the church office 
(office.manager@stcolumbaca.com) or 805-482-8831. 
 
 
 

 

I N  O U R  P R A Y E R S 


